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Call for proposals: January 2026

About EJF

The Environmental Justice Fund (EJF) is an activist-driven organisation working to strengthen the
environmental justice movement in South Africa by providing financial, capacity-strengthening and networking
support to community-based organisations (CBOs) and networks. We believe that supporting those most
affected by climate change to design and implement their own responses to it is our best chance of reversing
the tide of environmental destruction and building a more sustainable and just world.

Who EJF supports
To be eligible for support from EJF, you must be:

1. An organisation or network (not an individual) based in, and part of, the community it serves;
2. Working on environmental justice;
3. In South Africa.

In relation to the first of the eligibility criteria outlined above, please note that EJF does not consider
applications from established NGOs. This is because EJF was set up precisely to address the problem that most
funding typically goes to established NGOs, whereas community-based organisations (CBOs) struggle to access
funding directly. This is why we focus specifically on CBOs. There are many NGOs doing important
environmental justice work in South Africa, but they are not eligible for EJF grants because there is other
funding that they are potentially eligible for. We also don’t consider proposals from private companies and
other profit-making entities, or from state entities (like municipalities).

EJF supports established and new CBOs. You do not need to be formally registered to be eligible for support
from us.

What EJF supports
In this call we invite applications dealing with environmental justice issues. EJF takes a broad approach to

what constitutes environmental justice, but your proposal needs to make the link between the activities you
propose to do and environmental justice. For example, a proposal to distribute food parcels to ensure food
security might not be eligible, but a proposal to establish a community food garden and train community
members on organic farming and permaculture principles, would be eligible. The important thing is to explain
the link between your project/campaign and environmental justice.

In this call, we strongly encourage applications:

a) that advance women-led and gender-responsive activities to address environmental challenges
As a feminist organisation, we recognise that environmental injustice does not impact all people in the
same way. Women and gender-diverse people often face heightened vulnerability to environmental
harm, whether through the ways they are disproportionately impacted by environmental challenges
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(eg impact of mining on women’s reproductive health, or having to walk longer distances for water
during droughts due to climate change) or because they are excluded from decision-making spaces.

OR

from organisations based in the Northern Cape, Free State, or North West provinces

EJF believes that supporting a diverse range of organisations based in different geographical areas is
an important pillar in building a strong environmental justice movement. However, in our four
previous calls for proposals, we received relatively few applications from CBOs in these provinces. For
this reason, we are consciously looking to grow the number of organisations we support in these
provinces so that we can make sure to support CBOs working across a spread of thematic areas of key
importance to environmental justice mobilisation.

You can however still apply even if your organisation is not based in one of these provinces, or if you don’t

take a gender-responsive approach to your work.

The activities which EJF might support include:

Organising, campaigns and advocacy work;
Community-led research;

Litigation by community-based organisations;

Community environmental education initiatives;

A specific event (like a protest, meeting or workshop); and
Organisational strengthening initiatives.

How support from EJF works

We give 1-year grants of R50 000 — R100 000. We also provide accompaniment alongside financial support in
the form of capacity-strengthening and networking support. If your application is successful, we will discuss
this with you further.

How to apply
There are two ways you can apply:

1.
2.

Complete the application online on our website at https://ejfundsa.org.za/apply-for-support/.

Download the form available at https://eifundsa.org.za/apply-for-support/ and email the completed

form to proposals@ejfundsa.org.za. If that is not possible, you can also WhatsApp photos of the

completed form to 078 520 1730, although we encourage you to email the form if you can.

You are welcome to apply in any official South African language.

The deadline for applications is 06 February 2026. Please note that no late applications will be considered.

Who decides on your application

EJF’s Grants Committee reads all proposals and makes decisions on who gets support. The Grants Committee

is made up of activists with experience in the environmental justice sector. You can read more about them

here https://ejfundsa.org.za/the-team/.
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What we look for in a proposal

How your organisation’s proposed activities will advance environmental justice and benefit the
community you are part of or that you serve.

How well thought-out the proposal is — your proposal is more likely to be successful if your proposed
activities are clearly explained (rather than vaguely listed) and if there is a clear link between the activities
you want to do and the objectives you want to achieve.

We also want to see that you have thought through the budget — your proposal is more likely to be
successful if what is in the budget links logically to the activities you are proposing to do, and if you have
done your homework about what things cost.

The degree of organisation and democratic accountability that is present in your organisation - how is
your organisation structured, how do you take decisions, and how do you report back to the community?
EJF is a feminist organisation. This means that we have a preference for supporting organisations that
are led by women, and/or organisations whose programmes show an appreciation for the unique ways
in which women are impacted by environmental injustice and who seek to benefit women with their
activities and programmes. We take a similar approach with respect to young people.

We are also interested in whether you have collaborated with other organisations in the past (and if so,
what your partners have to say about you) and if you plan to collaborate in the proposed
project/event/campaign.

We also take into account several other considerations related to the proposals we receive as a group. These

are that:

» EJF seeks to support a combination of established and new organisations. This is because we believe

that building the environmental justice movement involves both strengthening what already exists,
and supporting new organisations to enter into this field of activism.

» EJF would like to support organisations working on a range of different environmental justice issues,

rather than concentrating on just one area e.g. mining.

» We can only make a limited number of grants. This is because our financial resources are limited. It

is also because we believe in providing accompaniment beyond money, so when we commit to
supporting an organisation, we want to make sure that we can properly fulfil that commitment. In this
round we will be selecting about 10 proposals.

Where to get further information

For more information, please read the Granting Framework available at https://eifundsa.org.za/apply-for-

support/. The application process is also summarised in the infographic available (in multiple languages) at

https://ejfundsa.org.za/apply-for-support/.

EJF will be offering a virtual workshop for prospective applicants on 30 January 2026. To attend this, please
use the following link: https://zoom.us/j/99902766525?pwd=vkiLnOyWQ4tbNIR4TgS8IrAtLAHENO.1

Meeting ID: 999 0276 6525

Passcode: 416479

If you still have questions or need assistance, please contact info@ejfundsa.org.za or 078 520 1730.
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